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Illustrations of MTN 
Community Involvement 
Efforts in Africa
Teopista Nakyanzi – Kampala, Uganda
Daniel Gondwe – Blantyre, Malawi
MTN Community Working Group 
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Discussion Points

Community Involvement through the MTN 
Community Working Group

Community Involvement at the Site-level 
in Africa
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Introduction

Community involvement is an essential 
and invaluable component of HIV 
prevention clinical trials.
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MTN CWG Goals
Ensure community input into science 
generation and the research processes of the 
MTN.

Build capacity for local communities to provide 
input into research at a site-level of the MTN.

Develop mechanisms for sharing experiences, 
lessons learned and best practices in 
community involvement in MTN research.
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CWG: Capacity Building
May 2007 Media Relations Training, South Africa
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CWG: Capacity Building

October 2007
How to Review a 
Protocol and 
Provide Feedback 
training using the 
VOICE protocol
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CWG: Input and Capacity Building

October 2007 CWG VOICE Meeting 
Anti-retroviral Therapy Resistance Skit
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CWG: Input and Capacity Building 

July 2008 
VOICE Stopping Rules Community Consultation
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CWG: Information Sharing

Monthly Conference Calls
Study updates
Packing of study products 
Possible strategies to 
minimize the occurrence of 
co-enrollments
Informed consent 
New resources for 
community education 
Voice stopping rules

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.letsgomobile.org/images/news/recellular/recycling_cellphone.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.letsgomobile.org/en/2762/recycling-cell-phones/&h=450&w=430&sz=86&hl=en&start=6&usg=__kjyIezthP4bh3SY6Lh9rHxEqLto=&tbnid=Ut_Bm21AdRaKEM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcellphone%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
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Site-level Community Involvement 
in Africa

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.worldmap.org/maps/prepared/featured/global/PGLocations.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worldmap.org/index_html.php&h=953&w=1438&sz=226&hl=en&start=50&usg=__tU99d9QYYUZEE6pEWhJbnOlFiGk=&tbnid=w0ZtT0spBNDg8M:&tbnh=99&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dafrican%2Bpeople,%2Bgroup%26start%3D36%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
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Site-level Community Involvement

Community Stakeholders Meeting 
Kampala, Uganda
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Community Sensitization 
for HPTN 035
Lusaka, Zambia

Site-level Community Involvement
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Drama Performance
HPTN 035

Lusaka, Zambia

Site-level Community Involvement
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Drama Performance
HPTN 035

Lilongwe, Malawi

Site-level Community Involvement
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Summary

The MTN CWG and its site-level 
community involvement activities are 
invaluable assets in fulfilling the 
Network’s research agenda its ability to 
ensure community participation while 
establishing genuine partnerships with  
local communities.
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